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REARING ORPHAN KANGAROOS
By Mrs. G. L. WARD, Veterinary Surgeon

LICENCES are required in Western Australia if certain kangaroos and all species of wallabies are kept in captivity, but orphaned young joeys often need care and hand feeding
before they can be released to fend for themselves.

Young kangaroos are often rescued from Warmth
the pouches of dead mothers and the
An artificial pouch made from warm
greatest success in rearing them is obtained cloth or bags prevents loss of heat from
if they are fully furred and able to stand the young body, but extra warmth must
upright without support.
be supplied.
The young kangaroo or wallaby is born
An electric blanket, protected with
in a very immature state, only 30 days plastic, is useful but the most convenient
after it has been conceived. It is then an method is to place the joey in a box with
inch or two long, and has no fur; further a deep straw litter, warmed by a 15 watt
development continues in the pouch.
electric globe. By using a thermometer
and
adjusting the height of the bulb, the
The environment in the pouch is moist
and warm and when the joey is exposed temperature can be maintained between
to the air the skin tends to dry out and 90° and 100° F. The straw must be kept
crack. To prevent this, when the young clean and dry and be changed regularly.
orphan has only a sparse coating of fur,
or even none at all, baby oil should be Feeding
very gently rubbed over the skin twice
Two formulae are widely used by
daily.
scientific bodies and both are very successMany joeys at this immature stage die ful if fed warm and frequently to the
despite constant attention, because they baby kangaroo:—
(1) 8 ozs. water
are not old enough to withstand the conditions outside the mother's pouch.
2 ozs. full cream powdered milk
2 teaspoons cornflour
Young of the red and the grey kangaroo
1 level dessertspoon of prolac
live completely in the controlled environi teaspoonful limewater
ment of the pouch up to eight months of
3 drops Pentavite
age, and even when they do come out, they
Small pinch of salt.
return to the pouch until they are almost
(2) 1 cup milk
a year old. At this time they weigh about
1 teaspoonful farex
6 pounds.
i
teaspoonful limewater.
In the mother's pouch the young
To
the
first
feed of the day add 1 teakangaroo is maintained at the same temperature as the mother, which is about spoonful Glucodin and 3 drops Pentavite
100° F. The joey is unable to regulate its to each cup of milk.
own body temperature, so for the successThe baby kangaroo should be fed every
ful rearing of young kangaroos, constant, two or three hours with the warmed preeven warmth is a most important factor. pared milk and should be given a meal as
If they are not kept warm they become late as possible at night and as early as
possible in the morning. The amount
sick and die from pneumonia.
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Feeding a young kangaroo. The
joey is held comfortably wrapped
in a cloth to restrict his
struggles.
A young animal
needs a teat but can be taught
to drink from a shallow dish
at an early age.

varies with the size and a small joey will
If the animal does become fly blown,
only drink i to 1 oz. milk per feed.
the maggots must be removed and the
Although a very young animal needs a raw area bathed with mild antiseptic,
teat he can be taught to drink from a then dried with cotton wool and powdered.
The blowfly attack seems to cause a
shallow dish at an early age.
Until he becomes accustomed to feeding severe shock reaction in the animal and
and feels secure the joey is more comfort- he will need a lot of extra attention,
able if put into a small bag or wrapped involving more frequent, smaller feeds.
up in a cloth to restrict his struggles.
Support him on one arm, and before feed- Scouring
ing, dip his muzzle several times, firmly
Since kangaroo milk differs from the
but gently, into a tray of the prepared prepared milk, kangaroos often develop a
milk; do this before each feed until he yellow diarrhoea which progresses to a
learns to lap.
pale brown fluid. To help the animal
The teat of the mother kangaroo is long adjust to the diet, powdered charcoal or
and thin, so the substitute teat can be a "Kaomagna" may be added to the milk as
fine plastic tube or a length of valve soon as scouring begins, but these conrubber, i in. in diameter, pushed through ditions should be gradually reduced until
a baby's teat, with the larger teat fitted the basic diet can again be safely fed.
to a bottle. The thin teat should be 4
Kangaroos may suffer from an intestinal
inches long and have sufficient length parasite which causes coccidiosis. This
extending back into the bottle to prevent disease is more common in young, grey
kangaroos than in red kangaroos. The
the joey swallowing the fine tube.
joey appears dejected and has no desire
to feed, the main symptom however is a
dark or blood stained diarrhoea with a
PROBLEMS OF REARING JOEYS
most unpleasant smell.
Blowfly strike
Once the symptoms are obvious the
A young kangaroo when he is not thriv- young kangaroo rarely recovers, although
ing develops a dull smelly coat which seems "Embazin" a poultry medicine, added to
to be particularly attractive to blowflies. the milk in one feed per week helps to
The skin, especially inside the pouch, if check the condition.
the joey is a female, should be checked
This parasite is not known to be transcarefully each day.
mitted to humans.
PA
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Pneumonia
Until they are completely independent,
small kangaroos are very susceptible to
colds and chilling. The symptoms begin
with a clear discharge from the nose; this
rapidly becomes thick and purulent and
breathing becomes difficult. The nasal
obstruction causes difficulty in suckling
and lack of food increases the loss of condition and the progressive weakness.
Sulfonamides or antibiotic drugs help to
control the disease, but constant, even
warmth and hand feeding without
exhausting the sick animal are a great help
to recovery.
Colic
When they are big enough to hop around
young kangaroos eat all sorts of foreign
substances and are especially partial to
sucking clothing. This may cause an
obstruction in the bowel. The joey twists

his body awkwardly and rolls on the
ground in pain, refusing food and water.
The attacks are often spasmodic, and
the animal recovers between bouts, but he
becomes more and more exhausted as they
recur. A dessertspoonful of liquid paraffin
B.P. given by eye dropper should relieve the
condition in about half an hour. Another
dose may be given, but if the animal is
still in pain expert advice is necessary.
When the joey is large enough to be
placed in a pen, begin on a warm, still
day and put him back into the warmed
box as the day cools. At this age give him
clean fresh water to drink. Green growing grass, offered daily, is better than cut
grass because young kangaroos find it
easier to nibble the erect stems. Ordinary
couch or buffalo grasses are not sufficiently
nutritious in themselves and lucerne hay,
oats, wheat or poultry pellets should also
be available for him to eat as he desires.

OVERDUE RURAL CENSUS RETURNS
The Bureau of Census and Statistics is anxious to receive as quickly as
possible farmers' and pastoralists' completed statistical returns for season
1969-70.
A l t h o u g h returns were due in by A p r i l 8, 1970, there are still some outstanding. W i d e use is made especially by Commonwealth and State Governments, farmer organisations, research bodies and marketing agencies, of upto-date district and State totals from the returns. If farmers and pastoralists
delay sending in their returns clerical and computer processing of them cannot
proceed satisfactorily and the result is that release of much needed data is
held up unnecessarily.
Farmers who have the chance to visit Perth are invited to call at the
Bureau's Office in the T. & G. Building, 37-39 St. George's Terrace to discuss
any problems concerning their returns. Anyone prevented by sickness or
similar d i f f i c u l t i e s f r o m completing the returns straight away should contact
the Bureau to arrange for an extension of time.
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